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Mendy Chitrik

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Chitrik (born March 31, 1977), better known as Rabbi Mendy Chitrik,
is an American, Israeli, and Turkish Rabbi of the Ashkenazi Jewish community of Turkey since 2003.
He has also been the chairman of the Alliance of Rabbis in Islamic States since 2019. [ [2]
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Biography

Rabbi Chitrik grew up in Safed, to a Chassidic family; his great grandfather was Rabbi Yehuda Chitrik.
He studied in the Chabad Yeshiva system, at the Rabbinical College of America (Bachelor of Religious
Studies) and in Colel Tzemach Tzedek in Jerusalem. He received his rabbinical ordination from Rabbi
Zalman Nechemia Goldberg of Jerusalem and the Chief Rabbi of Israel Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron, as well
as from his maternal grandfather Chief Rabbi David Moshe Lieberman, the Chief Rabbi of Antwerp.

Public life

Moved to Istanbul, Turkey in 2001, Rabbi Chitrik has served since 2003 as the Rabbi of the Ashkenazi
Jewish community of Turkey, a small and ancient community that has existed for centuries and
predates the much larger and more famous Sephardi community whose members settled in Istanbul
mostly after the expulsion from Spain.

In 2019, Rabbi Chitrik was elected the Chairman of ARIS (Alliance of Rabbis in Islamic States), an
alliance of rabbis living in the Muslim world. He previously served as a permanent member of the
Standing Committee of the Conference of European Rabbis (CER) 2014-2020 until his appointment
as chairman of the Alliance of Rabbis in Islamic States.I3] He is a member of the RCA and other
rabbinical bodies. Rabbi Chitrik belongs to the Chabad movement,[4] and has been outspokenls]
against Chabad Messianism.

Rabbi Chitrik is involved with interfaith(6)l7] activities[8)9] focusing on Jewish-Muslim
relations.1°)11] He travels extensively and writes about the history of Jews in Anatolia.[221[13] His
travels across Anatolia in Summer of 2021 were widely reported 14l as well as some antisemitic
accusations.[15]
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As part of his responsibilities in the Jewish community of Turkey, Rabbi Chitrik leads the KTR,
Turkey's Chief Rabbinate’s Kashrut department for exports (Denet Gida).[61(7] He is also responsible
for the Kosher standards at the Emirati Agency for Kosher Certification (EAKC).['8] Tn addition, he is
a field representative for the OU and other major kosher organizations, a shochet, Sofer and a mohel.

Rabbi Chitrik and his wife Chayal’® (nee Schochet, married 2000[2°)) have been involved in
strengthening the Jewish life and Jewish learning in Istanbul through classes, large scale Jewish
holiday events,[22] one-on-one counseling, daily prayer services. They have brought a new enthusiasm
for the Jewish life to Istanbul. With their eight children, they have an open house in Istanbul, where
local residents and travelers from all over the world share Shabbat and holiday [22]

Some of the activities have been criticized by the more secular elements of the community.[23] [24]

Publications

Rabbi Chitrik has published several books on Jewish life[25126] jn Turkish and is in the midst of
publishing a book on Turkish-Sephardic customs. Fluent in six languages, Rabbi Chitrik is likely the
last rabbi in the world to deliver a weekly Torah classi27] in Ladino. He is a sought-after lecturer on
the history and customs of Turkish Jews.[28]

Podcast

In October 2021,[29] Rabbi Chitrik started a podcast with his cousin Rabbi Eliezer Zalmanov39! of
Munster, IN, titled "Chatting Rabbis (https://open.spotify.com/show/0JSm55XA5PnYohuyrSSVin),"
an unscripted weekly conversation about the many issues facing their families, their communities,
and the Jewish world at large.

References

1. "Chief Rabbi Yitzhak Yosef endorses Alliance of Rabbis in Islamic States" (https://www.jpost.com/
diaspora/chief-rabbi-yitzhak-yosef-endorses-alliance-of-rabbis-in-islamic-states-659166).

2. "DN70KN NII'TNA D2 TIA'K IR NN 010 Nixn LKA nzn” (https://m.ynet.co.il/articles/Hy006
6m93u). July 2021.

3. "On the establishment of the alliance, see in Hebrew" (https://www.makorrishon.co.il/news/30543
9/). www.makorrishon.co.il. Retrieved 2021-06-18.

4. "Chabad Family in Istanbul" (https://www.chabad.org/multimedia/video_cdo/aid/4797380/jewish/A-
Chassidic-Family-in-Turkey.htm).

5."p0'n 'Tain 210 oy T 'R - TN 7w nintwn 2ven” (https://www.alysefer.com/chitryk/). 17y
190 (in Hebrew). 2017-11-23. Retrieved 2021-06-18.

6. "Bir papaz ve bir haham sohbete baglar" (http://www.salom.com.tr/haber-115305-bir_papaz_ve_ bi
r_haham_sohbete_baslar.html). Salom Gazetesi (in Turkish). Retrieved 2021-06-18.

7. "Turkiye ABD'de 3 dinin temsilcisini iftarda bir araya getirdi" (https://www.trthaber.com/haber/duny
a/turkiye-abdde-3-dinin-temsilcisini-iftarda-bir-araya-getirdi-578582.html). www.trthaber.com (in
Turkish). Retrieved 2021-06-18.

8. "Personal relationships are the future of Jewish-Muslim coexistence" (https://blogs.timesofisrael.c

om/personal-relationships-are-the-future-of-jewish-muslim-coexistence/). blogs.timesofisrael.com.
Retrieved 2021-06-18.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mendy_Chitrik 2/4


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Community_of_Turkey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kashrut
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_the_United_Arab_Emirates
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthodox_Union_Kosher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shechita
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sofer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mohel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judaeo-Spanish
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Eliezer_Zalmanov&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munster,_Indiana
https://open.spotify.com/show/0JSm55XA5PnYohuyrSSVfn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews
https://www.jpost.com/diaspora/chief-rabbi-yitzhak-yosef-endorses-alliance-of-rabbis-in-islamic-states-659166
https://m.ynet.co.il/articles/Hy0066m93u
https://www.makorrishon.co.il/news/305439/
https://www.chabad.org/multimedia/video_cdo/aid/4797380/jewish/A-Chassidic-Family-in-Turkey.htm
https://www.alysefer.com/chitryk/
http://www.salom.com.tr/haber-115305-bir_papaz_ve_bir_haham_sohbete_baslar.html
https://www.trthaber.com/haber/dunya/turkiye-abdde-3-dinin-temsilcisini-iftarda-bir-araya-getirdi-578582.html
https://blogs.timesofisrael.com/personal-relationships-are-the-future-of-jewish-muslim-coexistence/

17:59 ,17.4.2022 Mendy Chitrik - Wikipedia

9. Agency, Anadolu (2021-05-05). "Turkish ambassador in US hosts religious leaders at iftar dinner"
(https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/turkish-ambassador-in-us-hosts-religious-leaders-
at-iftar-dinner). Daily Sabah. Retrieved 2021-06-18.

10. "What is happening at the Muslim world (Hebrew)" (https://www.makorrishon.co.il/news/350195/).
www.makorrishon.co.il. Retrieved 2021-06-18.

11. December 18; 2020 (2020-12-18). "Rabbis as Peacemakers" (https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/rab
bis-as-peacemakers/). eJewish Philanthropy. Retrieved 2021-06-18.

12. "Jewish Traces in Anatolia" (http://www.salom.com.tr/salomTurkey/haber-115677-jewish_traces_in
_anatolia.html). www.salom.com.tr. Retrieved 2021-06-18.

13. Avlaremoz (2020-09-21). "ADIP Rav Mendy Chitrik'i Agirliyor -Avlaremoz" (https://www.avlaremo
z.com/2020/09/21/adip-rav-mendy-chitriki-agirliyor/). -Avliaremoz (in Turkish). Retrieved
2021-06-18.

14. "This rabbi is tweeting his unusual 3-week Jewish heritage road trip through Turkey" (https://www.j
ta.org/2021/08/09/global/this-rabbi-is-tweeting-his-unusual-3-week-jewish-heritage-road-trip-throu
gh-turkey). 9 August 2021.

15. ibid
16. Chitrik, Rabbi Mendy. "A rabbi's 3000-mile Turkish odyssey, in the name of kashrut" (https://forwar

d.com/news/454465/a-rabbis-3000-mile-turkish-odyssey-in-the-name-of-kashrut/). The Forward.
Retrieved 2021-06-18.

17. "Glatt Kaser Menu - Denet Gida" (https://www.denetgida.com.tr/index.php?option=com_content&v
iew=article&id=53&ltemid=108&lang=tr). www.denetgida.com.tr. Retrieved 2021-06-18.

18. "100'Tn — "I722n'w .niaIinna N9 oy 7N 0 TInn wan nirnarnn 20" (http://p8503-170-1977
2.5170.upress.link/news/637975/) (in Hebrew). Retrieved 2021-06-18.

19. "Chaya Chitrik" (https://www.chabad.org/news/article cdo/aid/5031354/jewish/What-Its-Like-to-Be
-a-Chabad-Woman-in-Istanbul-Turkey.htm).

20. "ak onan 1"V ,'v1a0 01 : P0N RINA NN L. D701 7TIvn DNIN 20N ... 7Y 'RIYY NNNYN MWD
] n

nmix7n nmoon | 1898-1960 Ary'x n'n ,'o0p | mx ,0"wn'n" (https://www.nli.org.il/he/books/NN
L_ALEPH990020586050205171/NLI). www.nli.org.il (in Hebrew). Retrieved 2021-06-18.

21. "Istanbul"da Purim bdyle gecti..." (http://www.salom.com.tr/haber-98443-terry katalan__dunya ka
dinlar_gununu__tabiat ana_segisi_ile _kutladi.html/haber-110104-Istanbulacuteda_purim_boyle
gecti.ntml) Salom Gazetesi (in Turkish). Retrieved 2021-06-18..

22. "Jews want to see a future in Turkey, but doubts linger" (https://www.timesofisrael.com/jews-want-t
o-see-a-future-in-turkey-but-doubts-linger/).

23. "Disaridan Etkiler - Nesi Altaras -Avlaremoz" (https://www.avlaremoz.com/2017/12/03/disaridan-et
kiler-nesi-altaras/?__cf _chl_jschl_tk_ =08d2eec67f813dbb96b1efb94de53f5220d3669c-1625989
475-0-AR30P-QQKmtFrdjXQm7hzrsVkipK6lgx-gGARYneR_CbAJtMFyfXa2XZ6MeZnQrJQ_F_Ox
25|d100u_0gjnWdhzo1w7EZY92Fh3QIT0aDZa2swyw1fe8Q8n36_qUhJrU7eCoZEUJBTxwMzbS
MTB4 AUoLvOTqgTQ_y98S1ynhHrHNW81GCKEInlYJiYPiW70GvHMr85-tcx NQ6DNSDbréwbs8
Uhgm4foEeDXQwKBIrzZWH6_hyG0ezp3mX8IgINlykFQEotpuTsXJQiHbrLB2hXnPah_sZ57562eR
wmgaChoJYsenvOcigm_HidoBHImsFjJ4MI3529z1H_NNj93d9s00MAt7RO5E5etDyFkXAzAuZWP
EO5AZxplIxpx3qvBecRSciX91AAwRNneDocuYtTAUKLTp _nObHujZCY10JKK2UPMCU2SZ57Y Js5F
NEHOLFqUFABjXF1KCQL1EgD8AA2dq0). 3 December 2017.

24. Issue has been discussed here in various places
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0253223504/ref=cm_sw_r _cp_apa_glt fabc FOZ8N1ECFOWPSNR74-

25. Chitrik, Mendy (2012). On yildir Tiirkge konusuyorum (https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/794271796).
Istanbul: Gézlem. ISBN 978-9944-994-56-9. OCLC 794271796 (https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/794
271796).

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mendy_Chitrik 3/4


https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/turkish-ambassador-in-us-hosts-religious-leaders-at-iftar-dinner
https://www.makorrishon.co.il/news/350195/
https://ejewishphilanthropy.com/rabbis-as-peacemakers/
http://www.salom.com.tr/salomTurkey/haber-115677-jewish_traces_in_anatolia.html
https://www.avlaremoz.com/2020/09/21/adip-rav-mendy-chitriki-agirliyor/
https://www.jta.org/2021/08/09/global/this-rabbi-is-tweeting-his-unusual-3-week-jewish-heritage-road-trip-through-turkey
https://forward.com/news/454465/a-rabbis-3000-mile-turkish-odyssey-in-the-name-of-kashrut/
https://www.denetgida.com.tr/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=53&Itemid=108&lang=tr
http://p8503-170-19772.s170.upress.link/news/637975/
https://www.chabad.org/news/article_cdo/aid/5031354/jewish/What-Its-Like-to-Be-a-Chabad-Woman-in-Istanbul-Turkey.htm
https://www.nli.org.il/he/books/NNL_ALEPH990020586050205171/NLI
http://www.salom.com.tr/haber-98443-terry_katalan__dunya_kadinlar_gununu__tabiat_ana_segisi_ile__kutladi.html/haber-110104-Istanbulacuteda_purim_boyle_gecti.html
https://www.timesofisrael.com/jews-want-to-see-a-future-in-turkey-but-doubts-linger/
https://www.avlaremoz.com/2017/12/03/disaridan-etkiler-nesi-altaras/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=08d2eec67f813dbb96b1efb94de53f5220d3669c-1625989475-0-AR3oP-QQKmtFrJjXQm7hzrsVkipK6lqx-gGARYneR_CbAJtMFyfXa2XZ6MeZnQrJQ_F_Ox25ld100u_0gjnWdhzo1w7EZY92Fh3QlT0aDZa2swyw1fe8Q8n36_qUhJrU7eCoZEUJBTxwMzbSMTB4_AUoLvOTqTQ_y98S1ynhHrHNW81GCKEInIYJiYPiW7oGvHMr85-tcx_NQ6DNSDbr6wbs8Uhgm4foEeDXQwKBlrzWH6_hyG0ezp3mX8lgINlykFQEotpuTsXJQiHbrLB2hXnPah_sZ5Z562eRwmgaChoJYsenvOcigm_HidoBHlmsFjJ4Ml3529z1H_NNj93d9s0oMAt7RO5E5etDyFkXAzAuZWPEO5AZxplxpx3qvBecRSciX9IAAwRneDocuYtTAUKLTp_nObHujZCY1oJKK2UPmCU2SZ57YJs5FnEH0LFqUFABjXF1KCQL1EgD8AA2dq0
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0253223504/ref=cm_sw_r_cp_apa_glt_fabc_F0Z8N1ECF9WPSNR744Z8
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/794271796
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-9944-994-56-9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OCLC_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/794271796

17:59 ,17.4.2022 Mendy Chitrik - Wikipedia

26. Chitrik, Mendy (2014). Bar mi? Mitsva mi? (https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/902838972). Gila Erbes.
Istanbul. ISBN 978-9944-994-71-2. OCLC 902838972 (https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/902838972).

27."10 words to know in Ladino" (https://www.chabad.org/library/article _cdo/aid/4463798/jewish/10-L
adino-Words-to-Learn-and-Use-All-the-Time.htm).

28. "Public Speaker" (https://www.jewishmontana.com/templates/articlecco cdo/aid/4948218/jewish/V
irtual-Farbrengen-with-Rabbi-Mendy-Chitrik.htm).

29. "https://twitter.com/mchitrik/status/1446212508696592390" (https://twitter.com/mchitrik/status/144
6212508696592390). Twitter. Retrieved 2022-03-27. {{cite web}}: External link in |title=
(help)

30. Correspondent, SHARON PORTA Times. "Teachers arrive to collect the faithful" (https://www.nwiti

mes.com/news/local/teachers-arrive-to-collect-the-faithful/article e20d2c33-d909-5e16-889b-525
797c5f5ee.html). nwitimes.com. Retrieved 2022-03-27.

External links

Social media

= https://twitter.com/mchitrik
= https://www.facebook.com/AskTheRabbi
= https://www.linkedin.com/in/mendy-chitrik

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?titte=Mendy_Chitrik&oldid=10809607 15"

This page was last edited on 4 April 2022, at 13:52 (UTC).
Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License 3.0; additional terms may apply. By using

this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia
Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mendy_Chitrik 4/4


https://twitter.com/mchitrik
https://www.facebook.com/AskTheRabbi
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mendy-chitrik
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mendy_Chitrik&oldid=1080960715
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://www.wikimediafoundation.org/
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/902838972
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-9944-994-71-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OCLC_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/902838972
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/4463798/jewish/10-Ladino-Words-to-Learn-and-Use-All-the-Time.htm
https://www.jewishmontana.com/templates/articlecco_cdo/aid/4948218/jewish/Virtual-Farbrengen-with-Rabbi-Mendy-Chitrik.htm
https://twitter.com/mchitrik/status/1446212508696592390
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Template:Cite_web
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:CS1_errors#param_has_ext_link
https://www.nwitimes.com/news/local/teachers-arrive-to-collect-the-faithful/article_e20d2c33-d909-5e16-889b-525797c5f5ee.html

